
16.12.2021

First Ground Truth 

for historic Sütterlin

Reading Primers 
 

 

 

Katharina Krüger
Leibniz-Institut für Bildungsmedien │ Georg-Eckert-Institut (GEI)

Nadine Towara
Leibniz-Institut für Bildungsmedien │ Georg-Eckert-Institut (GEI)



7.400 
historic
german

textbooks 

from the start of
textbook production

until 1918 

 
 History,

Geography,
Politics and

Alphabet books/
Reading Primers

over 1,7mil 
digital pages

 
over 1,4mil 

full texts



oldest digitized from
1650

divided in 
before 1871 

and 
German Empire 

(1871-1918)

before 1871
circa 500 books

circa 35.000 pages
 

German Empire 
circa 300 books

circa 24.000 pages

Managment and
Indexing 

with Goobi

about 250 
reading primers

digitized 



Genre 
children's books

 

Reading Primers 
≠

Alphabet Books

compulsory 
schooling 

around 1850
 

Convey 
key messages 

of 
Christian teaching

 

small 
research area

 



Sütterlin



AletheiaPro

Integration and
optimization of
existing OCR

models

Integration of and
to different formats

(Alto, PageXML)

Development
of new OCR

models



Challenges



Ground
Truth at
Github

in Cooperation
with UB

Mannheim



Contact:
gei-digital@gei.de

Merry Christmas!


